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Juneteenth Members Continued 

     Louisiana State Penitentiary  
(known as Angola Visit  

SWLA Juneteenth Committee attended Angola to 
view the making of our License Plates. It was quite 
interesting. Present from the SWLA Juneteenth 
Committee: Susannah Johnson Malbreaux, Abram 
Freeman, Brenda Andrus, Natalie Spencer, Whalen 
Gibbs, Jennifer Thorpe, Leo Spencer, Leona Arce-
neaux and Winston Price. 

          Twana Benoit                           Elizabeth Richard                        Porsha Evans                             Paula Duncan 

        Josiah Price            Kayla Spencer            Devon Norman                       



Alexandra Gramby of Louisiana  
National Miss Juneteenth Queen 2024-2025 

October 19, 2024 





Celebrating Black 
History Month 

Born in New Canton, Virginia, in 1875, Carter G. 
Woodson would never see the first Black History 
Month. The historian, best known for his 1933 book 
“The Miseducation of the Negro,” recognized through-
out his studies the dearth of African Americans in the 
nation’s curriculum. 

To stem the tide and bring to the fore those lost voices, 
Woodson founded in 1915 the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History (now the Association 
for the Study of African American Life and History). 
He launched the following year The Journal of African American History, one of the earliest scholarly jour-
nals publishing African American research, history and book reviews. Since its inception, ASALH has pro-
moted year-round and year-after-year study of African American history. 

Seeking to bring even more stories of African Americans to light, in 1926, Woodson founded the first Ne-
gro History Week. This was timed in February to coincide with President Abraham Lincoln’s and Fredrick 
Douglass’s birthdays - both men were symbols of freedom. It wasn’t until 1976 that President Gerald Ford 
extended the observation to a full month - one honoring the contributions of black Americans to this day.  
For Woodson, such associations and commemorations provided a kind of “real education” - one that 
“inspires people to live more abundantly, to learn to begin with life as they find it and make it better.”   
Since the mid-1970s, U.S. presidents have issued proclamations supporting ASALH's themes to celebrate 
African Americans' many achievements, culture and history.  

Join the museum each February and beyond for an array of events, programs and tours honoring the Afri-
can American experience. Born in New Canton, Virginia, in 1875, Carter G. Woodson would never see the 
first Black History Month. The historian, best known for his 1933 book “The Miseducation of the Negro,” 
recognized throughout his studies the dearth of African Americans in the nation’s curriculum. 

To stem the tide and bring to the fore those lost voices, Woodson founded in 1915 the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History (now the Association for the Study of African American Life and Histo-
ry). He launched the following year The Journal of African American History, one of the earliest scholarly 
journals publishing African American research, history and book reviews. Since its inception, ASALH has 
promoted year-round and year-after-year study of African American history. 

Seeking to bring even more stories of African Americans to light, in 1926, Woodson founded the first Ne-
gro History Week. This was timed in February to coincide with President Abraham Lincoln’s and Fredrick 
Douglass’s birthdays - both men were symbols of freedom. It wasn’t until 1976 that President Gerald Ford 
extended the observation to a full month - one honoring the contributions of black Americans to this day.  
For Woodson, such associations and commemorations provided a kind of “real education” - one that 
“inspires people to live more abundantly, to learn to begin with life as they find it and make it better.”   
Since the mid-1970s, U.S. presidents have issued proclamations supporting ASALH's themes to celebrate 
African Americans' many achievements, culture and history.  

Join the museum each February and beyond for an array of events, programs and tours honoring the Afri-
can American experience.  

Archives Center, National Museum of American History  

SOURCE: Celebrating Black History Month | National Museum of African American History and Culture  
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https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/moments/black-history-month
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/jaah/2022/107/4
https://asalh.org/
https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/
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Programme 
 

Invocation ééééééé . . . . . . . Pastor Abram Freeman, SWLA Juneteenth Past President 

General Welcome ééé..é . . Ms. Susannah Johnson Malbreaux, SWLA Juneteenth President 

History of Juneteenth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pastor Abram Freeman, President, Juneteenth Assoc. of La 

Past & Present Queens . . .  . . . . . . . . .Ms. Brenda Andrus, SWLA Juneteenth Vice  President 

Mistress & Master of Ceremonyéé.é...Ms. Stephanie Smallwood & Mr. Kendrick Martin 

Recognition of Dignitaries   

National Negro Antheméé . .Ms. Alexandra Gramby, National Miss Juneteenth Queen 2024  

Introduction of Judges and Pageants Escorts 

Introduction of Pageant Contestants ééé.ééé..éééé...Business / Church Attire 

Pageant Contestantséééééééééééééééé.é. . Talent Competition 

Pageant Contestantséééééééééééééééé.ééé. Formal Attire 

Pageant Contestants (15 - 19 yrs. old) ééééééé.ééééé. .Pageant Question 

Dinner is Served 

Introduction of Guest Speaker ééééé . Ms. Natalie Spencer, SWLA Juneteenth Secretary 

òSummertimeó . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Alexandra Gramby, National Miss Juneteenth Queen 2024  

Guest Speaker ééééééééééééééé . . . . . . Dr. Ernest Kinchen, Jr  

Award Presentations 

Winner of the Essay Competition 

Winner of the Talent Competition 
Little Miss Juneteenth Pageant Winner  

Miss Pre-teen Juneteenth Pageant Winner 

Miss Juneteenth Pageant Winner 

Special Recognition 

Benediction / Closing 

 
 

Together: We ride the Juneteenth Wave of Freedom to Liberty 
www.swlajuneteenth.org 
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National Negro Anthem (Lift Every Voice And Sing)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Verse 1] 

Lift every voice and sing 

Till earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 

Let us march on till victory is won 

 

[Verse 2] 

God of our weary years 

God of our silent tears 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way 

Thou who hast by Thy might 

Led us into the light 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand 

True to our God, true to our native land  



  2023 Little Miss Juneteenth , Carli Laine LeBlanc  
     2023, Miss Juneteenth , Jania E'Lise Cormier 

 2024 Miss Juneteenth Queen, Alexandra Gramby  
   2024 Miss Teen Juneteenth, Melodie Spencer 
     2024 Miss Pre-Teen Juneteenth, Mali White 



 Stephanie Smallwood is a seasoned broad-
caster who started her radio career as a college stu-
dent in Lafayette, Louisiana at radio station, KRVS 
FM-88 at the University of Louisiana at Lafa-
yette. Stephanie brings 40 years broadcast experi-
ence in radio and television to her current position 
as program director/music director /brand manager 
and on air talent for Delta Media Radio Sta-
tions KFXZ Z-1059. "The Soul of Southwest Louisi-
ana and KSLO 105.3 "The Home of Zydeco" Grow-
ing up on the radio in the Lafayette market, she con-
siders the hub city and Southwest Louisiana 
home.  Stephanie has a real passion for the music and 
culture of   Louisiana and the issues that affect the 
lives of people from every walk of life.  Stephanie is 
a true southern girl.  She was born and raised in Al-
exandria, Louisiana. Before returning to her first 
love: radio, Stephanie spent 14 years covering local 
news at KATC-TV3 Acadiana's News Channel.   She 
served as the News Assignment Editor, also as a 
news and video producer.  Stephanie has a 
deep and undying love for the people and unique cul-
ture of Southwest Louisiana.  When talking about her 
career Stephanie says: I love radio, I love music and I 
am so grateful to have had such longevity in a medi-
um I love so much!  Stephanie hosts the At Work 
Network on KFXZ Z1059 Monday-Friday from 
10am-2pm and the Zydeco Power Hour on KSLO 
105.3 Monday - Friday from 3-4 PM. 

     Kendrick Martin, Mortgage Professional | Community 
Leader | Advocate for Education and Business Empower-
ment 
     Kendrick Martin, born and raised in Jeanerette, Louisi-
ana, is an accomplished mortgage professional with nearly 
two decades of experience in the industry. A proud graduate 
of Jeanerette Senior High School’s Class of 1996, Kendrick 
balanced academics with extracurricular as a varsity football 
player and a member of the Tiger Marching Band. 
     Since 2006, Kendrick has helped countless families 
achieve the American dream of homeownership, offering 
tailored financial solutions and promoting financial literacy. 
His extensive expertise and dedication to his clients have 
made him a trusted leader in the mortgage field. 
     Beyond his professional achievements, Kendrick is deep-
ly committed to community service. As the co-founder and 
president of the Jeanerette High School Alumni Association, 
he works to honor the school’s legacy by recognizing excel-
lence among students and athletes through leadership 
awards and Player of the Week honors for the football team. 
     Kendrick also serves as the president of the Southwest 
Louisiana Black Chamber of Commerce. A board member 
since 2015 and vice president for eight years, he has cham-
pioned initiatives that provide resources for Black-owned 
businesses, expand access to government contracts, and 
strengthen community collaboration. 
     Kendrick is married to his beautiful wife, Shan Martin, 
and believes in traveling the world with her. Their travels 

inspire him 
to continue 
doing great 
things in the 
community. 
     Kendrick 
lives by the 
scripture, 
Colossians 
3:23 
"Whatever 
you do, 
work hearti-
ly, as for the 
Lord and 
not for men, 
knowing 
that from 
the Lord 
you will 
receive the 

inheritance as your reward" 
a testament to his philosophy of service and impact. With 
nearly two decades of mortgage expertise and an unwaver-
ing dedication to community advocacy,    Kendrick Martin 
continues to inspire and empower individuals and business-
es, leaving a lasting legacy both professionally and personal-
ly. 

Stephanie Smallwood Kendrick Martin 

Mistress of Ceremony       &      Master of Ceremony 



Pageant Judges 

Ms. Chevelor Banks 

Ms. Kisharra Angelety 
Ms. Ruth Foote 

Juneteenth:  Together: We ride the Juneteenth Wave of Freedom to Liberty 

swlajuneteenth.org 

 Ms. Bridget óReneô Terry  Ms. Chelsea Brown 

Pageant Tabulators 



Little Miss Juneteenth Pageant Contestants 
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Xoe Alexandra Briggs- 8 
     Is a 2nd grader at Green T. Lindon, 
she is the daughter of Michelle Briggs, 
her favorite TV show is Bluey, and silver 
is her favorite color, she enjoys Painting, 
soccer, gymnastics. The person she     
admires the most is: Mom, because we 
have a lot in common, we like salad. 

Ave Clark - 10 
Attends Breaux Bridge Elementary, she is 
the daughter of Myeisah Clark. Her favorite 
show is The Parkers and her favorite colors 
are Purple & Pink. She enjoys Dancing, Tik-
Tok, Drawing. 

Nia Johnson -  
     Is a 5th grader at Evangeline Elementary School, she is the daugh-
ter of Shundrika Johnson. Her favorite TV show is Liv & Maddie, 
Church Youth Choir, Cheerleader, Volleyball, Praise Dance Team 
and her favorite color is Teal/Blue. The person she   admires the most 
is: My Aunt Demi because she is smart and always encouraging me to 
be my best self. 



Miss Pre-teen Juneteenth Pageant Contestants 
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Jacy Bennette - 12 
Is a 7th grader at L.J. Alleman. She is the daughter of 
Zakiya Bennette. She lover to dance. The person she 
most admires is Jesus, because he put us on this earth 
and know we deserve to live. She enjoys Dance Moms, 
her favorite color is White and her hobbies are Dancing, 
spending time /brother, being social, Roblox 

Halee Aubry - 14 
She is Officially Homeschool 
and her parents are Crystal & 
Joseph Aubrey. She enjoys 
Writing, crafting narratives & 
publishing booked. The    
person she admires the most 
is I admire Maya Angelou. 
During Christmas 2019, I 
was gifted a book of legend-
ary change makers through-
out history. When the book 
discussed  Maya Angelou, 
her profession was listed as 

‘you name it, she probably did it,’.  The phrase has imprint-
ed itself in my mind as a constant reminder to push your 
limits and to not be confined to labels and   singular titles. 
Ever since I was nine years old, I have strived to live an  
impactful life pursuing many different interest and skills. 
Her favorite movie is High Potential, her favorite color is 
Purple and her favorite hobbies are My hobbies are graphic 
design, writing, and reading. 

  Aaliyah Anderson - 13 
She is in the 7th grade at Acadiana  
Renaissance Charter Academy. She is 
the daughter of Kishunda  Anderson. 
She enjoys Song/Dance and the person 
she admires the most is her Mom. I    
admire her because she is my rock. She 
enjoys Fuller House, her favorite color is 
Pink, she enjoys drawing, swimming, 
singing, volleyball, basket ball, track & 
field, gymnastics. 

Xyonna Briggs - 13 
Is in the 7th grade at  Youngsville Middle 
School. She is the daughter of Michelle 
Briggs. She enjoys Playing a Musical Instru-
ment, The person she admires the most is her 
Mom, because she is my role model. Her    
favorite shows are  Favorite show: K.C       
Undercover on Disney Plus, her favorite color 
is Sage Green and she enjoys Doing Nails. 



Miss Juneteenth Pageant Contestants 

Sincere August - 17 

Is a senior at Jeanerette Senior High School. She is 

the daughter of Alesia Davis. She loves to Dance. 

The person she admires the most is the admiration 

for my Mother sets from a deep appreciation of her 

unwavering strength, boundless compassion and 

inspiring resilience. Addressing this allows me to 

articulate the profound impact she's had on my life 

and values. Her favorite show is The Chi and her 

favorite color is Pink and her favorite hobbies are 

Dance, Doing Makeup, Hanging w/Friends and 

family. 

Juneteenth:  Together: We ride the Juneteenth Wave of Freedom to Liberty 
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Precious Francis - 18 

She attends Ovey Comeaux High, she is the daughter 

of Michella Francis. She enjoys singing. The person 

she admires is her piano teacher, Mrs. Harrington, 

she has been the most challenging teacher to put fire 

in my heart to play the piano this year. She has 

opened my eyes to the future with her trust. She is a 

motivator to me in music. Her favorites movie is 

Grey's Anatomy, her favorite color is Pink and her 

hobbies are Sing, Dancing, Modeling, Piano. 

Jordyn Hackworth - 15 

She is an 8th grader at Carencro Middle School. She is 

the daughter of Marvin Hackworth. She loves to Dance 

and watch YouTube. Her favorite color is Pink and she 

loves Track & softball. 



 Miss Juneteenth Pageant Contestants 
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Estrella Vazquez - 18 
Is a 12th grader at Baton 

Rouge Magnet High 

School. She is the daughter 

of Chanita Vazquez. She 

enjoys Singing. The person 

she admires The person I 

admire most is my mother. 

As a single mother, she has 

overcome many obstacles 

while raising me. She has 

been a constant source of 

wisdom, strength, inspira-

tion, and fun in my life. With God’s help, her unwavering 

dedication to our family and her ability to handle challenges 

with grace truly amazes me. She has taught me the           

importance of resilience, kindness, and hard work. No    

matter the obstacles she faces, she always manages to keep a 

positive outlook and encourages me to pursue my dreams. 

My mother has been my number one fan while fostering a 

path for me to pursue my dream of playing volleyball in  

college. I strive to embody the same values she has instilled 

in me, and I'm grateful for the impact she has had on who I 

am today. Her favorite movie is Scandal and her favorite 

color is Blue. She enjoys Reading, baking, watch-

ing movies, playing volleyball, volunteering,  

Jasmin Williams - 18 
Attends Louisiana State University. She is 

the daughter of Marva Williams. She enjoys 

Poetry. The person she admires the most is 

her Grandmother, she is the person I admire 

most. She was always herself no matter why 

was round you and got the same version of 

her every time She was my number one fane 

when it came to e brain my heritage and  

being myself no matter who was judging. 

She enjoys watching Reality TV Shows. 

Her favorite color is Yellow & her hobbies 

are Baking, Reading, Volleyball. 

MylaôShay Harris - 19 

She is in the 12th grade at Southern University and Agricultural and    

Mechanical College. She is the daughter of Ulysses Curtis Harris and  

Pauline Harris. She enjoys Vocal / Reciting Poetry. The person she      

admires the most is Beyoncé. She inspires me to reach and go after my 

dreams no matter what. I believe she is a great representation of how a 

woman can be a boss, leader, superwoman and innovator and still carry 

herself with much grace and poise whether you win or lose something in 

life. Her favorite movie is Hidden Figures and her favorite color is Blue. 

Her hobbies include Listening to music, reading, watching important   

historical movies about influential black women, painting, going to 

church, looking up bible scriptures, singing, self-care, learning new things 

and going to church. 



     Dr. Ernest W. Kinchen Jr., a native of  Lafa-

yette, Louisiana is the son of  the late Earnest W. 

Kitchen and Edna J. Kinchen who helped found 

Kinchen    Funeral Home. With the tenacity and 

fortitude like his parents, Dr. Kinchen has made 

significant    contributions to the medical field 

throughout his distinguished career. He graduated 

with honors in Neuropsychiatry, Ophthalmology, 

and Pediatrics from Howard University in 1965. 

His academic journey included an internship and 

residency at Tulane and Charity Hospital System, 

during which he also served as a captain in the 

U.S. Army Reserves. 

     Over his 50-year career, Dr. Kinchen has broken 

numerous barriers within the medical community. 

He was the first African American resident at the 

Tulane and Charity Hospital System, as well as 

the first African-American physician granted priv-

ileges at  Lafayette General Hospital and Our Lady 

of  Lourdes. Furthermore, he became the first African American board member of  the 

Lafayette Chamber of  Commerce. Dr. Kinchen is also the founder of  Pride Plaza, a 

multi -specialty medical facility in North Lafayette, demonstrating his commitment to 

providing accessible healthcare to underserved communities. 

     Dr. Kitchen's contributions extend beyond his medical practice. He established the 

Yearly Living Legend Program, which provides scholarships and inspires African 

American youth. Additionally, his leadership in social justice is exemplified by his     

orchestration of  the first college protest march against segregation and discrimination 

in the Deep Southña movement that garnered national attention and media coverage. 

     In recognition of  his numerous accomplishments, the Louisiana Legislature present-

ed a resolution honoring Dr. Kinchen during a special ceremony held at the Heymann 

Park Recreation Center. The enduring legacy of  Dr. Ernest W. Kinchen Jr. continues to 

inspire future generations both within the field of  medicine and beyond. 

 

Guest Speaker - Dr. Ernest Kinchen Jr. 
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Pageant Escorts 

Xavier James Alexander - 15 
     Hi, my name is Xavier James Alexander. I’m 15 years 
old and I will attend Southside High School this coming 
August. I love playing sports such as running track, foot-
ball, and my favorite basketball. I aspire to play college 
basketball if that’s where God takes me. I am also study-
ing to become an engineer as my plan b. I also have a love 
for music as I have played trumpet for Youngsville Middle 
School band for 3 years in their symphonic band which I 
have earned a credit towards high school. My past times 
include; playing basketball, playing video games, working 
out and watching Star Wars.  

Abram Freeman, II 
     Abram is the son of Abram and Yolande Free-
man. Abram is a 2025 graduate from Lafayette 
Christian Academy. He is enrolled in the fall classes 
at University of Louisiana at Lafayette studying Ar-
chitecture. Is employed at red Lerilles athletic club. 
His goal is to learn as much as he can about Archi-
tecture and have his own firm. His future is well or-
chestrated and planned. Congratulations AJ on your 
recent graduation.  



 

 

Xoe, 

You       

always 

leave a  

little  

sparkle 

wherever 

you go. 

 

Good Luck, 

Love Queenie & Bump 
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Xyonna, 

 

The most 

Beautiful 

Crown you 

can wear is 

your  

Confidence. 

 

Good Luck, 

Love - Queenie & Bump 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Xoe & Xyonna Briggs 



Set Goals, push yourself, 

Move.  

Donėt quit, No Excuses. 

Be Awesome, You Got This.  

Love you Xoe, Mom  

The only way to Achieve the 

impossible is to Believe in 

the Possible.  

 

Love you Xyonna, Mom  

Summertime, time, time 

Child, the living's easy 

Fish are jumping out 

And the cotton, Lord 

Cotton's high, Lord, so high 

Your daddy's rich 

And your ma's so good-looking, baby 

She's looking good now 

Hush, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby 

No, no, no, no, don't you cry 

Don't you cry 

One of these mornings 

You're gonna rise, rise up singing 

You're gonna spread your wings 

Child, and take, take to the sky 

Lord, the sky 

But 'til that morning 

Honey, n-n-nothing's going to harm you now 

No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, 

no, no, no, no 

No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, 

no, no, no, no 

No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no 

Don't you cry 

Oh, ooh 

Summertime 
Song by Ella Fitzgerald 

Sung by  
Alexandra 
Gramby,  

National Miss 
Juneteenth 
2024-2025 
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Congrats Precious Francis, 
we are so Proud of you! 

Love, Mom and Dad 

SPONSORED BY: 



Best Wishes and Good 

Luck Jacy! 



Mom and Dad  

Love You  

 

Jacy Bennette 

Many Stars cover the sky, but 

some shine brighter than  

others. Do your thing Jacy!  

 

Love, Nanny & Bry  

Good  

Luck  

Jacy!  

Love,  

Aunt  

Rose 

Good Luck  

Jacy!  

Love, Uncle Murphy  

Congratulations!  

Jacy!  

Love, Grandma  

 

Opelousas Elderly Awareness Seminar  

Gerald Greene, Sr.      President 

127 East Grolee St.      337-948-2577 Ext. 116 

Opelousas, Louisiana      oeasla@outlook.com 

www.oeas-la.com 



òA Daughter is the Sunshine 

that lights up our worldó 

Love, Mom and Dad  

Jacy Bennette  



Congratulations  
Best wishes on your very 

special occasion.  
 

We are very Proud  
of your success.  

 

Great Aunts:  
Rose G. Williams  
Mary G. Laviolette  



 

 

Congratulations Myla’Shay,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are Proud of you from Your Family  









Bell Ringing Ceremony - February 1, 2025  



160 years of Juneteenth: Can Louisiana live up to the promise 
of liberty for Black Americans? 
by Ruth Foote  

     This year marks the 160th year of 
freedom for African Americans, and 
Louisiana might be uniquely positioned 
to reconcile its traumatic past of enslave-
ment with its diverse communities of to-
day.  
     “We have an opportunity in this state, 
more than any other state, to get it right,” 
says Abram Freeman, a local business 
leader and pastor, and president of the 
Juneteenth Association of Louisiana. 
“We have so many individuals who have 
crossed the family line as far as culture is 
concerned. We have a common interest 
in seeing that all citizens are treated the 
same.” 
     On June 19, 1865, enslaved people in 
Texas first heard the news that they were 
free, making it a date that today is cele-
brated in honor of the freedoms gained by Black Americans, along with an opportunity to reflect on where the 
promises of liberty have fallen short. 
     The theme of this year’s nationwide celebration is “Riding the Wave of Freedom to Liberty.” 
At a time when many feel that diversity is being shunned and attacked, and the history and contributions of 
African Americans are being challenged and even removed from official narratives, Freeman says 
Juneteenth’s biggest takeaway this year is involvement. 
     “We hope people understand the value of participating in community activities,” he says. Now more than 
ever, according to Freeman, the plight of African Americans is at risk. 
     “In the past, African Americans relied on the Constitution and the highest court in the land to protect that 
Constitution,” he says. “But we have lost confidence in the Supreme Court in protecting the rights of all      
citizens of the United States.” 
     Freeman cites “inaction of the majority” as one of the silent culprits, making participation a way to      
counteract the institutional threats he says Black Americans, and racial minorities at large, face in the current 
moment. 
But those already in the movement have a lesson to learn in this too, he notes. 
     “There should have been a conscientious effort to assure the majority that we’re no threat to their freedom 
and their liberty,” Freeman says.  
     Instead of an “either, or” situation, Freeman says it needs to be clearly communicated that freedom for   
minorities means freedom for everyone, and there should be a concerted effort to achieve that. 
     Educating future generations to understand “the obligation to vote, and to train our youth to participate in 
politics, to run for office, and to get into the legal field and the medical field, “ is an integral part of that effort, 
he says. “Not [to] settle for just a job, but make a career that is going to elevate your community.” 
 While Freeman sees a unique opportunity for Louisiana to lead the way in achieving racial harmony and equal 
rights because of its mixed communities, there’s at least one factor that threatens the potential progress to be 
made by future generations: They’re leaving Louisiana for better opportunities.  
     Freeman speaks from personal experience; his son is expected to become part of the exodus. “When he  
finishes college, he’s leaving Louisiana,” Freeman notes, “and that’s a sad commentary that he doesn’t feel at 
home, at home.”  
 

The Juneteenth anniversary license plate, held here by Abram Freeman 
and Susannah Johnson Malbreaux, is expected to roll out by the end of 
the month. tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ wƻōƛƴ aŀȅ  
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     But for now, this year’s celebrations are already underway, including a proclamation and a 
community unity walk. On June 10, National Miss Juneteenth Queen Alexandra Gramby, a native of Maurice, 
was presented with a proclamation from state Rep. Tehmi Chaisson, D-Lafayette, at the state Capitol.  
     Upcoming events to the Juneteenth countdown include a presentation on adjudicated properties, 40 Acres & 
a Mule, set for 6 p.m. on June 17 at the Downtown Convention Center in Lafayette. Blighted properties, often 
as a result of unclear title and incomplete succession planning, have long been an issue particularly affecting 
predominantly Black communities in Louisiana and beyond. 
     Local racial and social justice advocacy group Move the Mindset is hosting a commemoration from 6-8 
p.m. on June 18 at the DCC, beginning with a film and panel discussion, titled “Freedom’s Unfinished      
Journey: From Juneteenth to Today’s Struggle for Inclusive History.” The program also includes a              
performance by Pucci Percussion, student poetry and community vendors. 
     MTM President Ola S. Prejean stresses the importance of the Juneteenth observance, not only because of its 
historical significance, but also as a way to share in common experiences. “Obviously, none of us were around 
in 1865,” she says. “But we have all had experiences with the struggle for freedom and equality.” The         
celebration serves as a reminder of that, she adds. 
     Even though news of their freedom was delayed - President Abraham Lincoln had signed the emancipation 
proclamation two years before news of it arrived in Galveston on that June day in 1865 — Prejean says that 
African Americans “embraced it and found a way to build a new life for themselves, the best they could given 
the circumstances.” 
     At 9:30 a.m. on June 19, the opening ceremonies and flag-raising will be held at Lafayette City Hall. At 
5:30 p.m. that same day, the Juneteenth Lyrical Expressions Spoken Word/Open Mic will be held at Heymann 
Park Recreation Center in Lafayette. 
     The SWLA Juneteenth Banquet and National Juneteenth Scholarship Pageant follows at 6:30 p.m. on June 
20 at the Downtown Convention Center. The guest speaker is local longtime physician Ernest W. Kinchen Jr., 
who has been a pioneer and broken racial barriers in the medical field. 
     On June 21, the SWLA Juneteenth Festival & Stone Soul Picnic will be held at Heymann Park. Gates open 
at 12:30 p.m. Entertainment includes Russell Cormier & Homegrown Reggae, Mike Dopsie & Zydeco        
Entourage, and Rusty Metoyer. 
     There will also be celebrations held in other parts of the eight-parish region: 
NEW IBERIA 
     A Juneteenth performance of Zebulonôs Dream, written and performed by acclaimed poet Suzanne Wiltz, is 
slated for 6 p.m. at the Shadows Visitor Center. The event, cosponsored by Shadows-on-the-Teche and the 
Iberia African American Historical Society, also includes a liberation ceremony performed by Pastor Zachary 
P. Mitchell Sr. of the Word of Hope World Outreach Church and chairman of the Shadows Advisory Council. 
OPELOUSAS 
     The Juneteenth Folklife Celebration is slated for 12-4 p.m. on June 14 at the Farmer’s Market in Opelousas. 
Festivities continue on June 20 at the Evangeline Downs Event Center with the Creole Heritage Folklife    
Center’s Juneteenth Celebration La Gala, featuring Zydeco musician Geno Delafose. The event kicks off at 6 
p.m. with a social, followed by a silent auction at 7 p.m. 
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Ruth Foote is an award-winning journalist and served as the co-founder/editor of Creole Magazine. 
She has also freelanced for The Acadiana Advocate and The Times of Acadiana. She received her M.A. 
in Public History from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
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