
 

Juneteenth Banquet 
 

Friday, June 5, 2026 - 6:30 pm 
Downtown Convention Center 

124 S. Buchanan St.; Lafayette, Louisiana 

 

Celebrating 46 Years 

SWLA Juneteenth  
Committee, Inc. 

 

Presents 
 

23rd Year 
Miss National Juneteenth  

Scholarship Pageant 





Programme 
 

Invocation ………………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pastor Abram Freeman, Past President 

General Welcome ………..… . . , . . . . .  .  . . . Ms. Brenda Andrus SWLA Juneteenth President 

History of Juneteenth. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Abram Freeman, President, Juneteenth Assoc. of La.  

Introduction of Mistress & Master of Ceremony. . . . .Mrs. Natalie Spencer, Pageant /Banquet 

Mistress & Master of Ceremony…….…. . . . ...Ms. Linda Peters & Mr. Bentley B. Senegal 

Recognition of Dignitaries & Pastors 

Introduction of Judges and Pageants Escorts 

Past & Present Queens  

Introduction of Pageant Contestants ……….………..…………...Business / Church Attire 

National Negro Anthem…… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Ava Elizabeth Mouton 

Pageant Contestants………………………………………….…. . Talent Competition 

Pageant Contestants………………………………………….………. Formal Attire 

Pageant Contestants (15 - 18 yrs. old) ………………….……………. .Pageant Question 

Dinner is Served 

Introduction of Guest Speaker ……… . . . . Ms. Susannah Johnson Malbreaux, Past President  

Guest Speaker ……………………………………… . . . . . .Ms. Barbara Robertson  

Award Presentations 

Winner of the Essay Competition 

Winner of the Talent Competition 
Little Miss Pre-Teen Pageant Winner  

Miss Teen Pageant Winner 

Miss Juneteenth Queen Pageant Winner 

Special Recognition 

Benediction / Closing 

 
 

Theme: Lest We Forget “From Chains to Crowns  
www.swlajuneteenth.org  







     Bently is native of Crowley, La. He is a 1976 honor graduate of Crowley High 
School. Immediately after graduation, he joined the Louisiana National Guard 
and after basic training and AIT (Advanced Individual Training) he enrolled into 
college at University of Southwestern La (USL). He earned the rank of sergeant 
and received an honorable discharge in 1982 after 6 years of service. 
     He is a 1980 graduate of the USL, where he received a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Accounting. He is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), specializing 
in the healthcare industry for over 40 years. Bently is employed by Our Lady of 
Lourdes RMC where he currently holds the position of Director of Mission Inte-
gration & Formation which includes his Community Services work to coordinate 
the completion of the hospital’s Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) 
and the Community Health Implementation Plan (CHIP). Bently’s community 
services work included is development of programs to help hope and healing to 
homeless population at St. Bernadette’s Clinic, Northside School Based Health 
Center, and Congregational Health Services. His previous positions with Lourdes 
were Decision Support – Cost Accounting Coordinator, Director of Finance, 
Controller, and Interim Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for the Heart Hospital of 
Lafayette, which is owned by Our Lady of Lourdes. At Lourdes, he serves on 
the Mission Integration Committee, which he chaired for over 10 years, Past 
President of the Lourdes Federal Credit Union Board of Directors, Chair and 
Sponsor of the former Our Lady of Lourdes Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Council (DEI) and now Health Equity Inclusion & Belonging Committee.  

Bently B. Senegal  

Mistress of Ceremony & Master of Ceremony 
     Wife to Kalipe Peters, and together, they have 2 sons, 1 daughter, and 
 6 grandchildren,  
My career in nursing began in high school at Career Campus, which offered elec-
tive classes in healthcare.  When I graduated I was a certified nursing assistant 
and worked at a nursing home while attending nursing school.  I have been 
blessed to work in several areas of healthcare over my 42-year nursing career. 
From multiple hospital units including ICU,      centralized scheduling, medical 
auditing, case management, charge master liaison, revenue integrity analyst, to 
my current position as Our Lady of Lourdes Community Healthcare       impact 
Coordinator. 
     Community healthcare work is the most rewarding position that God has al-
lowed me to     experience in my career.  Meeting needs, and being a connector 
of resources to those        underserved, uninsured and underinsured in Aca-
diana.  I thrive on partnerships and  collaborative efforts with like-minded organ-
izations and programs.  
     Currently, I serve with the following non-profit organizations: Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of   Acadiana board member, Acadiana Black Nurses Association 
board secretary,  Acadiana      Regional Coalition on Homelessness board mem-
ber, American Cancer Society serving on the local Black and White Gala Com-
mittee, Acadiana Council on Aging board member and     fundraising for meals-
on-wheels committee, Beacon Connections Advisory Committee; and for-profit 

organizations I serve on the Acadiana Medical Federal Credit Union Board as the active board president.   Apart from 
these, I am on several other community coalitions,    committees, and network groups that have the same goals; to ser-
vice those most in need, using a holistic approach.  
     I could go on and on but, the greatest title I wear is a servant of the almighty God.  At the church I attend I serve on 
the intercessory prayer team; knowing and believing that prayer changes things, circumstances, people, and plac-
es.   I also serve on the Love Acadiana      outreach team.  This is the greatest work I can ever do that will make eternal 
differences in the lives of others. My favorite scripture that reminds, encourages, and empowers me is    Romans 8:31 
“What then shall we say to these things, if God be for us who can be against us.” 
“There is Power in Connection” 

Linda Peters 
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Guest Speaker -  Barbara Ruffin Robertson 
Author, Historian, Visionary, Civil Rights Activist 
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     Barbara was born on June 23, 1945, to the union of her parents, 
Husville and Mary Denise Green Ruffin. She was born in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. A region known as the Bayou or Cajun country. She is a 
Creole woman who is the descendent of the original French Set-
tlers of Louisiana. The Acadians or Cajuns arrived in Louisiana 
from Nova Scotia as did her great grandfather, Pierre Trahan.  
Barbara grew up in a family of ten children and was born the 
eighth child. Her parents taught them strong Christian values. She 
was taught to love everyone and to treat others as she would want 
to be treated in return.  
     Her early education began at Saint Paul Catholic School, after 
which she attended public elementary and high schools. She grad-
uated from Paul Breaux School. After high school, Barbara attend-
ed USL, now known as ULL, the University of Louisiana at Lafa-
yette. While attending USL, she became a member of The Lafa-
yette Council on Human Relations, an organization established 
during the Civil Rights Movement with the mission of uniting 
Blacks and Whites in a peaceful and respectful manner. The       
organization was led by President John Carlton James and Vice 
President Dr. James Oliver with Barbara serving as secretary.  
     At age 21, Barbara became an active participant in the Civil Rights Movement. The knowledge and convic-
tion she gained led her to integrate Saint Anthony Catholic Church on Christmas Day of 1967. In response to 
resistance from a White parishioner, a grocery store owner who confronted her with racist remarks, Barbara 
organized what became the largest boycott in Lafayette. Because of her courageous action, Saint Anthony’s 
congregation today is entirely African American.  
     In 1968, the year after integrating Saint Anthony Catholic Church, Barbara again made history in Lafayette, 
Louisiana when she became the first African American female law enforcement officer in Lafayette.  
Barbara also served as secretary to attorney Charles H. Finley, who opened a private law office in Lafayette in 
1962. Finley was the first African American member of the Lafayette Bar Association and a pioneer in local 
politics as the first African American to seek a position on the State Democratic Committee. He also played a 
critical role in establishing the SMILE Program and the Head Start programs in Lafayette. Barbara is so hon-
ored to have contributed to Lafayette’s Black history through her professional work and lifelong service to her 
community. She is proud to have been a public servant since age 21 and typo have dedicated her life to uplift-
ing her community.  
Barbara is also the self-published author of two books, which she completed within two and a half years, “My 
Journey”, (The Journey of an African American Woman) Faith, Courage and Hope and, “The Memoirs of a 
Southern Creole Woman”.  
Her books have been added to the Smithsonian, the Ernest Gaines Center at ULL, The Center for Louisiana 
Studies at ULL, The New Orleans African Museum, The New Orleans Community Book Store, Southern Univer-
sity and A&M College John Cade Library and numerous museums throughout the country.  
     Barbara has been featured in three documentaries, on radio and television programs as well as many speak-
ing engagements and public book signings. She has shared her story at schools, churches, restaurants, and 
community venues throughout Lafayette and surrounding areas.  
     At 80 years old, there is no stopping her. Her life remains a powerful testament of courage, faith, hope and 

justice. She knows that she is blessed beyond measure. 



Little Miss Pre-Teen Contestants 
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Xoe Alexandra Briggs     
My name is Xoe Alexan-
dra Briggs. I am nine years 
old and I attend Green T. 
Linden Elementary. Where 
I maintain principles list all 
year and was awarded in 
the high mileage club for 
running over 30 miles dur-
ing the school year. I love 
taking walks with my mom 
and sisters, painting, play-
ing basketball ,reading my 
favorite book series Heidi 
Heckelbeck &  Henry 

Heckelbeck, and chatting with my friends!!! 
     I also aspire to play basketball soon! The person I 
admired the most is my mother because she is a teacher 
and I learned a lot from her and when I grow up, I also 
want to become a teacher. I want to teach either kinder-
garten or third grade. 

Jamia Griffin is 
the daughter of 
Jenea’ and Jordan 
Griffin. She is very 
diverse and loves to 
play softball, run 
track, dance, model, 
and act. Her favorite 
colors are pink and 
yellow. She has two 
dogs named Juice and 
Jax. She enjoys mod-
eling during New 
York Fashion Week 
and aspires to be-

come a model while helping those in need.   

 Paisley Johnny  is the daughter of Corniece John-
ny. She is 10-year-
old and a recent 
graduate of J Wal-
lace James Elemen-
tary School. She 
plans to attend Da-
vid Thibodaux Stem 
Magnet Academy. 
Paisley is a member 
of the National Beta 
Club and the 4-H 
Club. She has been 
dancing for 8 years 
and doing competi-
tive dances for 5 
years. She enjoys 

drawing, shopping, and spending time with her fami-
ly and friends. Paisley’s favorite color is light blue, 
and her favorite TV show is “Jessie”. The person 
Paisley admires the most is her mom because she is 
kind, strong, and always helps others. She works very 
hard and does a lot to take care of their family. Pais-
ley says her mom encourages her to do her best and 
never give up. She hopes to be a hardworking and 
caring person like her mom when she grows up.  

Princess Di’Anna 
Marie Hudson is 
an 11-year-old rising 
6th grader at L.J. Alle-
man Middle School. 
She is a bright and 
faith-filled young lady 
who loves spending 
time with God, her 
family, and her dolls. 
 
Princess Di’Anna   
enjoys practicing    
piano and has a deep 
passion for music. She 

aspires to become a gospel and kid pop singer and 
pianist, using her gifts to inspire others and spread 
joy. 
 
     She loves animals—especially dogs, deer, and cats          
and her favorite colors are pink, orange, and yellow, 
just like her bright and cheerful personality. Her     
favorite fruit is oranges.  



Miss Teen Pageant Contestants 
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Meet Seven Anderson, 
a bright and energetic13-
year old from Youngsville 
Louisiana who knows how 
to light up every room she 
enters! 
 One of Seven’s favorite 
things in the world is the 
color pastel blue because it 
reflects her calm, sweet and 
cheerful personality. She 
also has a huge passion for 
dancing. Whether she’s on 

stage or simply hearing a good beat, dancing allows 
her to express confidence, joy and creativity. 
What truly makes Seven special in her heart. She 
loves making people smile with her positive attitude, 
contagious laughter, and uplifting energy.  Her goal is 
to spread happiness everywhere she goes and remind 
and remind others that even the smallest smile can 
brighten someone’s day. 

Jay’da Jiayani’Rae 
Francis is a 13-year-
old rising leader dedicat-
ed daughter and student 
at LJ Alleman Fine Arts 
Academy, where she is 
enrolled in the Dance 
Academy as a 7th grader. 
She is the daughter of 
Jerrold James Francis 
and Delisa Marie Dorn, 
a proud sister of Brandi 
Barrow (30), Tyrone 

Roberts (18), Zoya Dorn (9), and Milan Dorn (7). 
At LJ Alleman, Jay’da has distinguished herself not 
only academically but also through her servant lead-
ership and community spirit. She serves as   Student 
Council Vice President, is a member of the Honor’s 
Club and 4-H, and if the founder and     organizer of 
Trojans for Christ- a student organization she estab-
lished to create a welcoming space for fellow believ-
ers and followers of Jesus Christ. 

My name is Aaminah 
Gray Sterling, and I have 
always believed that “life is 
what you make of it.” Grow-
ing up in Lafayette, Louisi-
ana, I have learned the value 
of resilience, hard work, and 
celebrating every blessing 
along the way. Those lessons 
have shaped me into a deter-
mined student, athlete, and 
young leader who strives to 
make a positive impact in 
every area of my life. 

I am a proud student at Willow Charter Academy, where I 
am a member of the Mighty Titans volleyball team and I 
play a clarinet in the school’s band. I am an honor roll 
student and proud to be a Beta Club member. Being in-
volved in both academics and athletics has taught me dis-
cipline, teamwork, and perseverance. I am honored to 
have been recognized as Student of the Year in 2025 and 
to have received the Moral Focus Award in 2026. These 
achievements remind me that character, integrity, and 
dedication are just as important as success itself. 

Journee Zeno 
- More than just 
a name, Journee 
represents 
growth, strength, 
and purpose. She 
is determined to 
use her voice and 
confidence to 
inspire others to 
dream big and 
believe in who 
they are becom-
ing. With grace 
and determina-
tion, she contin-
ues to shine both on and off the stage. She is 
honored to be part of this unforgettable Jounree 
and grateful for the love and support from her 
family, friends, and community.  



Miss Juneteenth Queen Contestants 
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Serenity Green  
16 Serenity is the 
daughter of Biyunca 
and Joseph Green 
and a dedicated 11th
-grade student with 
a passion for dance, 
language arts, and 
poetry. She plans to 
attend the Universi-
ty of Louisiana to 
pursue a career as a 
registered nurse 
while also becoming 
a licensed cosmetol-

ogist. Serenity’s favorite color is sage green, re-
flecting her calm and grounded nature. Known for 
her determination and compassionate spirit, she is 
committed to growing into a strong, successful 
young woman and inspiring others along the way. 
this is my bio I’m not sure if it’s to long? 
and I’m not sure if it sent to the  email that was 
given. 

Halee Aubry The daughter 
of Joe and Crystal Aubry, 
Halee is a freshman at Louisi-
ana State University, majoring 
in Finance with a concentra-
tion in real estate. She is an 
author, speaker, entrepreneur, 
and youth advocate who wrote 
her first book at age seven and 
is now the author of ten books 
under her brand, OFFICIAL-
LY HALEE. Through Reward-
A-Youth (RAY), Halee helps 
youth build confidence and 

communication skills through books and meaningful con-
versations. Her work includes gifting books, recognizing 
youth achievement, creating conversation tools and jour-
nals, and advocating for food allergy awareness through 
her published books. In the future, Halee plans to become 
a real estate investor and attorney, building affordable 
luxury communities where families can thrive.  

Jordynn Griffin 
is the daughter of 
Jenea' and Jordan 
Griffin. She is a Jun-
ior who attends 
Southside High 
School. She has a 
strong passion for 
dance, and she has 
been dancing for 12 
years. Her plans are 
to attend Grambling 
State University to 
major in Criminal 

Justice and Minor in Psychology to pursue being 
a Missing Persons Investigator. 

Lyric Monae Jones 
At just 15 years old, this 
remarkable young lady 
is already making a 
meaningful impact in 
her community and be-
yond. She has dedicated 
her time to volunteering 
with food banks across 
Louisiana (Second Har-
vest and Foodnet), Tex-
as (Target Hunger), and 
Maryland (Maryland 
Food Bank), demon-

strating a strong commitment to service and com-
passion for others.  



 Miss Juneteenth Queen Contestants 
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Ava Jolee McNulty 
- I am 15 years old. My 
favorite color is laven-
der. I am a Freshman 
at  Jennings High 
School where I am an 
active member 
of  track, 4H, Edrising 
and ICBA. I was the 
2025 Freshman Home-
coming Maid.  I enjoy 
listening to music, do-
ing hair, coloring and 

spending quality time with my family and ani-
mals. 
In the future, I plan to attend Florida A&M 
University enroll in their ROTC air force pro-
gram. My later plans are to become a forensic 
psychologist, using clinical psychology to cre-
ate criminal profiles.  

Hello, my name is Ashtyn 
Charles, and I am 16 years old 
from Lafayette, Louisiana. I am 
the daughter of Kasha Martin 
Charles, Shannon Charles, and 
Dequincy Stein, and I currently 
attend Teurlings Catholic High 
School. I plan to continue my 
education at Southern Universi-
ty at New Orleans, where I will 
pursue a career in nursing. 
Throughout high school, I have 
stayed actively involved in my 

school and community through organizations such as Jun-
ior League, Delta Tea Girls, Common Ground, Campus 
Ministry, Rebel Athletes for Christ, and Rebel Ambassa-
dor. I have maintained a 3.3 GPA or higher throughout all 
three years of high school, demonstrating my commit-
ment to both academics and personal growth.  

Kennedi LeShai Zeno is the 17-year-

old daughter of Chad and Rewa Zeno of 

Youngsville, Louisiana, and a recent grad-

uate of Southside High School. An honor 

roll student, Kennedi was a dedicated four-

year member of the Sapphire Dance Team, 

where she competed nationally in Orlando 

and advanced to the semifinals for two 

consecutive years. Recognized for her 

leadership and school pride, she was 

named Miss Sapphire of the Year. With 14 

years of dance training, Kennedi has 

earned platinum placements and multiple scholarships throughout her 

competitive career. She is a proud recipient of the Tylar Foundation 

Scholarship, awarded by Dr. Kinchen, as well as the Corporate Middle-

brook Scholarship, awarded by Adrian Middlebrook. Kennedi also 

serves on the Junior League Teen Spark Board, demonstrating her com-

mitment to leadership and community involvement. Kennedi will at-

tend Southern University and A&M; College in Baton Rouge this fall, 

where she plans to major in Agriculture with a minor in Dance. 



Pageant Judges 

Ms. Sybil Rene Guidry 
Ms. Louisiana All World  

Beauties Plus 25-26  

Ms. Kisharra Angelety 
Owner and CEO at 11Eleven 

Outreach Solutions  

Ms. Erricka Thibodeaux 
Retail Manager 
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 Mrs. Theresa Singleton  
Accomplished Book Author & 

 Funeral Director  

Mrs. Erica Fox 
Executive Director, Maison  
Creole de Freetown African  

Pageant Tabulators 

Ms. Shelia Cagnolatti 
Owner of Shelia's Delights  

New Orleans, La. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564125800221
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564125800221




Juneteenth Officers and Members 
    The Southwest Louisiana (SWLA) Juneteenth Committee's mission is to commemorate the ending of 

slavery in the United States by celebrating the joys of liberty, educating the community about African 

American heritage, and by promoting positive cultural interaction.  Every year, the SWLA Juneteenth 

Committee hosts various events in honor of the Juneteenth (June 19th) Holiday, including the SWLA 

Juneteenth Music Festival & Stone Soul Picnic.   

Brenda Andrus  - President 

Marja Broussard - Grants/Fundraising  

Susannah Johnson Malbreaux - Marketing, Advertising, Membership,                             

Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Abram Freeman ~ Juneteenth Music Festival  

Karen Miller-Lewis - Finance  

Natalie Spencer - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Jennifer Randal-Thorpe - Parliamentarian  

Beeanna Swain -  Recording Secretary  

Whalen Gibbs - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Sylvia Richard - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Twana Benoit - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Elizabeth Richard - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Paula Duncan - Pageant/Banquet Committee 

Christopher George - Juneteenth Music Festival   

Josiah Price - The Juneteenth Story 

Alexandra Johnson - Lyrical Expressions, Spoken Word 

Porsha Evans - Lyrical Expressions, Spoken Word 

Janice Green 

Trincella Benoit 

Karen Babineaux 

Shannon Jones 

Sharon Patterson 
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KEEP  

YOUR 

EYES  

TO THE SKY,  

             LOVE MOM! 



Congratulations Cousin 

Paisley! 
I am so proud of  you! 

-Cousin Mathilda Johnny 

     Paisley we are so proud of  

you! Let your beauty, grace, 

and intelligence shine bright 

like the diamond you are! 

Love, 

Auntie Toya & Bre 

 Paisley, continue to walk 

proudly, dream boldly, and let your 
light inspire everyone around you. 
 Keep reaching for the stars 
and always believe in yourself. Your 
future is bright! 
 With Love, 
 Rob, Agnes, & Aa'Raion 

Lƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ aŀŘŜŀ  

Congratulations, Paisley!  
     As you shine on stage today, know that Madeaõs love, 
prayers, and spirit are      surrounding you every step of the 
way. She would be so proud of the beautiful,  talented, and 
confident young lady you are becoming.  
     Continue walking with grace, confidence, and kindness. 
Your light shines bright, and her legacy lives through you. 

    
     òShe is clothed with strength and dignity; and she shall 
rejoice in time to come.ó       ñ Proverbs 31:25  
With Love Always,  

In Loving Memory of Madea   
From  

The Gaddison Family 







MARTIN LUTHER 

KING 

ASSOCIATION OF  

LAFAYETTE   

TO SAY  

òCONGRATULATIONSó 

TO ALL THE GIRLS  



RC Zeno Trucking 

Chad Zeno, Owner / Operator 

(337) 255-2633 

Good Luck Kennedi! 



RC Zeno Trucking 

Chad Zeno, Owner / Operator 

(337) 255-2633 

Best wishes & Good Luck 
Kennedi!!  





To My Sweet Journee,  
     Watching you grow from a beautiful little baby into the smart, confident, and 
talented young lady you are today has been such a blessing. Every picture on this 
page holds a memory filled with love, laughter, growth, and so many special mo-
ments I’ll always cherish. 
     You have always had a light that shines so brightly, and it has been an honor to 
watch you blossom into the amazing young queen you are becoming. Never stop 
believing in yourself, dreaming big, and walking proudly in 
who God created you to be. 
     As you step onto this stage for the  
Miss Juneteenth Pageant, remember to walk with confi-
dence, grace, and your beautiful smile because you are al-
ready a winner in the hearts of everyone who loves you. 
Keep shining, keep growing, and keep being YOU.  
With Love Always, 

Your Nanny  

“Beat That Speaks for Itself.” 
Flawless glam. Bold confidence. Camera-
ready beauty for every queen moment. 
Specializing in soft glam • full glam • pag-
eant & special occasion makeup 
Proud supporter of Miss Journee Ze-
no. Celebrating beauty & confidence. 

Custom Crafts • Gifts • Personalized 
Items 
Turning ideas into beautiful creations for 
every special moment. 
“Made With Love & Creativity.” 
Proud supporter of  Miss Journee  



Always our 

Queen! 

Good Luck  Xoe 

Love, 

Queenie & 

Bump 

Way to 

go Xoe! 





Seven, we are incredibly proud of 

you. Congratulations beautiful!  Your hard work, 
confidence, and grace truly shines everywhere you 
go. Love Mama, Daddy G, GrAnne, Pop Chuck, Mrs. 
Charlene, Nanny, Paran, Uncle Aharon, Jayna and 
your siblings and cousins. 







Your voice matters.  
Your presence matters.  

Your future matters. 
 

Continue striving for greatness 
and never forget the power 

you carry within. 

Dedicated to Moving Our 
Community Forward 

We are honored to support 

 Journee Zeno  

in the Miss Juneteenth Pageant. 




